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Gujaratin 1857’ Hi «1lQ ® :

“The Naikadas of the district of
panchmahals were greatly dissatisfied with the
british rule in Gujarat because it supported the
claims of their overload against their own.
Morever they were instigated by rebel leaders
like Bhav Saheb Pawar. As a result, the
Naikadas of Sankheda in the district of
Panchmahal, took arms under their leaders
Rupa Niak and Keval Naik. They plundered of
Thana Narukot and attacked the english force
under captain Bates at jambughoda, but Bates
defeated them, so they retreated to the hills.
Bhav saheb’s agent Ganpatrav was arrested
and so the rebellion was about to lose
momentum, but walayatees, under the
leadership of Watlock khan, joined the rebels,
As a result, they occuped the territory between
Champaner and Narukot. They harrased the
British troops and attacked the british Thanas
up to Godhara. Therefore Colonel Wallace
was instructed to them. He could not succeed
against them upto the end of the December
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1858. The Naikadas used to attack suddenly
the posts of Government forces and then
immediately dissapear in the nearby hills and
forests. It was very risky to pursue them there.
In a Skirmish of the british troops with the
Naikadas and the Walayatees on 28" January,
1859 Captain Hatward was Severely Wounded
by a match-lock bullet and a Walayatee
Husain Ali surprised the force of the company
by his sudden attacks. The Subedar of the
Government troops was killed with 6 other
men. Then the rebels disappeared in the forests
near Shivrajpur.

Meanwhile Captain Rechard Banner
took charge of the district of panchmahals. He
kept his head quarters at Godhara to subdue
the rebels. He also recruited hills of the
panchmahals in his army. They proved to be
very useful in giving correct information
about the rebels bacause they knew the area
very well. By their help the Government
forces attacked the hiding places of the rebels.
Rupa and Keval then felt that they could not
sustain for a long time against the goevrnment
forces. Morever , Richard banner offered them
liberal terms. So, Rupa surrendered on 10
March, 1859 and Keval followed him soon.
Therefore, the rebellion subsided after about a
year bringing peace to the district.”
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